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TOWN OF ROWE ð TOWN INFORMATION & MEETING SCHEDULES  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town Hall      Phone:  413-339-5520 
PO Box 462     Fax Number: 413-339-5316 
321 Zoar Road     Email:  admin@rowe-ma.gov 
Rowe MA 01367     Web Site: www.rowe-ma.gov 
 
 

TOWN 
EMPLOYEE  

EMAIL  PHONE  WORKDAYS HOURS 

     

Accountant: accountant@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 12 Varies by Appointment 

Executive Secretary admin@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 11 M/T/W/F  9-5 or by Appointment 

Animal Control Officer: 

(Assistant) 
ahsamuelson@gmail.com 917-209-0524  On Call 

Assessorsõ Clerk: collector@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 19 M/T/W/Th  8:00am ð 2:00pm 

Board of Health Clerk: boh@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 16  by Appointment 

Board of Selectmen: admin@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 10  by Appointment 

Building Inspection: www.fccip.org 774-3167   (Building, Wiring, 

Plumbing, Gas) 

EMERGENCY   9-1-1   

Fire Chief  firechief@rowe-ma.gov 339-4001   On Call 

Highway Superintendent dpwhighway@rowe-ma.gov   339-5588 M/T/W/Th/F  6:30am- 4:30pm 

Library Director rowelibrary@gmail.com 339-4761 T/W/S  10-5 (Tu Sat) 1-8 (Wed) 

Park Ranger roweparkdept@hotmail.com 339-8554 M/T/W/Th/F  6:30am ð 2:30pm 

Police Chief: policechief@rowe-ma.gov 339-8340 Wednesday 5:30-7:30pm & On Call 

Rowe School contact@roweschool.org 413-512-5100 M/T/W/Th/F  8:00am ð 3:00pm 

Tax Collector: collector@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 19 M/T/W/Th  8:00am ð 2:00pm 

Town Clerk townclerk@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 14 Fri  8-12 or by Appointment 

Town Nurse nurse@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 20 M/W/F  9-5 or by Appointment 

Transfer Station boh@rowe-ma.gov 339-0216 W/S/S 7-10am & 4-7pm (Wed) 

8-2 (Sat)    8-12 (Sun) 

Treasurer: treasurer@rowe-ma.gov 339-5520 ext. 12  By Appointment 

 
BOARD/COMMISSION  FREQUENCY    LOCATION  
 

Board of Selectmen   Wednesdays (3:00pm)    Rowe Town Hall 

Assessors  Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Hall 

Board of Health   Twice Monthly (as posted) Thursdays (6pm)  Rowe Town Hall 

Cemetery Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 

Conservation Commission   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 

Council on Aging   Monthly - First Thursday (10:00am)   Gracy House 

Finance Committee  As needed     Rowe Town Hall 

Library Trustees   Monthly (as posted)    Rowe Town Library 

Park Commission   First Monday Monthly ð as posted (6:30pm)  Rowe Town Hall  

Planning Board   As needed     Rowe Town Hall 

School Committee   Monthly ð (as posted)    Rowe School 

 
All Board, Committee and Commission meetings are held as posted on the Town Hall Official Bulletin Board per MA Open 

Meeting Law, with the agenda posted at least 48 hours (not including Saturdays, Sundays or legal holidays) prior to the time and 

date of the meeting.  Please check official bulletin board as meeting dates/times may change.  All meetings are public and citizens 

are encouraged to attend. Also posted on Town website www.rowe-ma.gov   
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IN FOND REMEMBRANCE   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
          
 
 
      

                                               
                                      Dorothy M. Kalaus                                               Richard Elmer Alix 
                         November 25, 1928 ð January 7, 2016                        March 26, 1931 ð March 19, 2016 
 
 
 

                                              
                                        Barbara Grogan                                                        Ian Vernes 
                         January 7, 1943 ð September 22, 2016                    February 28, 1932 ð October 10, 2016  
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                                                                                                            ©2016 Janice Boudreau 

Annual Town Meeting May 9, 2016 
(Left to Right) Select Board Members Walt Quist, Susan Gleason, Marilyn Wilson;  

Town Counsel Donna MacNicol & Moderator Bob Clancy 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Susan Gleason finished her three year term on the Board of Selectmen (BOS) and is now enjoying her well 
earned retirement. We thank Sue for her dedication to the town, common sense, hard work, and intelligent 
approach to all issues. 

Dennis May was elected to be Roweõs next Selectman and we welcome Dennis. 

The Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) performed a Financial Management Review Update in 
the Spring of 2016 in which the state of Roweõs financial systems were compared to what was found when the 
DOR performed the original review in 2007. 

The DORõs report this year found that the most important recommendations made in 2007 have been 
accomplished, and the lesser suggestions have seen progress in implementation. 

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) worked on identifying best financial practices and formalizing them. This 
project was a part of the Community Compact Initiative promoted by Gov. Bakerõs administration. While 
striving to achieve the best financial practices is in and of itself a worthy goal, having accomplished this means 
that Rowe is now eligible for various state grants. The Governor has made participation in the Community 
Compact Initiative a requirement for such funding. 

Selmi Hyytinen was appointed to be Roweõs Emergency Medical Services Director in June. Soon after he 
found he could not continue in this role and so he resigned from this position as well as his position as 
Roweõs only Emergency Medical Technician (EMT.) We thank Mr. Hyytinen for his years of dedicated work 
as an EMT. 

Fortunately, Josh Little of Monroe, a licensed and experienced EMT, stepped in to work closely with Fire 
Chief Brandon Sprague. Josh has reviewed all of our medical equipment and supplies. Josh is also working 
closely with the North Adams Ambulance Service and both are planning trainings for Roweõs first 
responders. 

Walt Quist from the BOS worked diligently with his co- members on the Energy Committee to obtain grants 
from the State for energy improvements at various Town facilities. A very great deal of time went into this 
endeavor with copious forms and reporting requirements being met. We are now reaping the benefits of this 
effort and we thank Walt for heading this project and committing so much time to it. 

Pan Am Southern Railroad owns the Hoosac Tunnel Bridge. The latter is in poor condition but in spite of 
repeated appeals to the railroad by the BOS, to date repairs have not been made. The weight limit is 6 tons 
and most of the vehicles in our essential services weigh considerably more than that.  

The following measures have been taken to serve the residents who live across the bridge on Lower Tunnel 
Road: the police cruiser weighs less than 6 tons so police service can be maintained; our Fire Chief has 
arranged that in the event of a fire, the trains will be stopped and fire vehicles will travel down the service 
road which runs parallel to the train tracks; the highway department has engaged one of the property owners 
as a sub-contractor to plow and sand the area; and the SUV which the Town purchased for emergency 
support has been outfitted completely with medical supplies. The SUV will transport a patient across the 
bridge to the waiting ambulance. 
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The Mass Department of Transportation (DOT) sent a notice of warning to the BOS about five bridges in 
town which are in need of repair or replacement. Two bridges need urgent attention, one of which must be 
replaced; the other three will need repair soon. The BOS is working with Andrea Woods, the procurement 
officer at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) and with Gill Engineering, bridge 
specialists to expedite this project.  

We will be looking into low cost loans in the form of State House Notes as well as grants for funding the 
bridge repair. Recommendations from the Finance Committee and the Board of Selectmen will be presented 
to Town Meeting some time in 2017. 

The BOS applied for a Community Block Development Grant and this was awarded with $1,000,000 being 
divided between Rowe and two other towns. Rowe is slated to receive $280,000.00 to rehabilitate up to 8 
units.  The purpose of this grant money is to provide funds for housing repairs and rehabilitation.  

The Last Mile: 

The Last Mile is the project to bring high speed internet to all of Western MA. The Mass Broadband Institute 
(MBI) was formed in 2008 via an emergency bill to do just this. WiredWest (WW) is an entity created by 
volunteers, all of whom have a great deal of expertise in areas ranging from finance to computer technology, 
and the business model is that of a cooperative. The point of a cooperative is that we can reduce costs by 
bulk buying of goods and services, pooling risk, and sharing profits.  

Columbia Telecommunications Corporation (CTC,) a company with over twenty years of experience in 
studying businesses such as WW , has stated that the WW business plan is òvery solidó and is the only model 
which well suits small, rural, sparsely populated towns. The Harvard Berkman Center for Internet and Society 
likewise strongly approved of the WW plan. 

Both studies were disparaging about the way MBI has conducted its project with the Berkman Center stating 
that MBI is a òtragic political mess.ó 

Why is this information important? Because MBI changed course in the Spring of 2016 when Gov. Charlie 
Baker put Peter Larkin in charge of MBI with the order to òget it done.ó Unfortunately, to the new players at 
MBI this means get it done at all costs no matter the damage to towns. 

Roweõs Broadband Committee and the Rowe BOS have been instrumental getting MBI, a state agency staffed 
with political appointees, to change some of their directives and we will continue to protect the Townõs 
interests. 

As of this writing, Jan. 17, 2017, we have reached out to Carolyn Kirk, the Deputy Secretary of Housing and 
Economic Development and the person who okays MBIõs policies, and Suzanne Bump, the State Auditor 
with our concerns about the new MBI policies as created by Peter Larkin. These policies are detrimental to 
the financial well-being of small towns. In addition, some of the orders from MBI are contrary to the law and 
we are bringing this to the attention of the lawyers at MBI. 

We have had a meeting with senior auditors and are expecting a meeting between Carolyn Kirk and local 
officials.  

Verizon is on record as stating that it will no longer repair or replace the deteriorating copper wires that carry 
telephone and DSL. Our phone lines and computer connections are of poor quality now and soon we will not 
have any at all. This is why we need fiberoptic cable to bring high speed internet to Rowe. The Rowe school 
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children need to be able to keep up with students in other parts of MA and the world. In 2017 there is no 
excuse for Western MA to be kept in the digital darkness. 

The good news is that Rowe is ahead of the wave: we have completed the forms required by MBI and the 
pole survey is done. The latter is required before the construction can begin.  

Fuller details of the project, which has only moved at all due to the efforts of WiredWest and local officials, 
are to be found on the WiredWest website, now ably and superlatively managed by David Dvore: 
http://wiredwest.net/ 

We thank all of our town employees for their support and work on behalf of the town; and we especially 
thank our hardworking volunteers. The town runs as smoothly as it does due to the selfless work of these 
people. Volunteering for the various boards and committees, whether elected or appointed, requires a great 
deal of effort, but without these good people we would not have a democracy.  

As always, we encourage questions and comments. The BOS meeting minutes are current, posted on the 
website, and also are available in hard copy form in a large white binder in the hearing room. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Marilyn Wilson, Chair, 
Walter Quist, Vice-Chair 
Dennis May 
 

                                
                          Chair Wilson with State Rep. Paul Mark and Congressman Richard Neal  
                               Tour the Yankee Rowe facility on October 3, 2016  
 

 
                                                       Len Laffond, Rep. Paul Mark, Marilyn Wilson, Richard Neal  
                                                      & Janice Boudreau Back Row: Bob Capstick of Rowe Yankee 

http://wiredwest.net/
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Membership of the Board remained the same throughout this year as Heidi Cousineau was re-elected to 
a three-year term at the annual town election in May 2016.  Board members nominated and elected Rick 
Williams to serve again as Chair. 

 
The Board would like to thank Sandy Daviau, Assessorsõ Clerk, for her handling of the day-to-day tasks 

in the Assessorsõ Office.  Sandy has a good deal of contact with the public and is always gracious and helpful 
to everyone. 

 
The Assessors continue to utilize Patriot Propertiesõ AssessPro assessing software and Cartographic 

Associatesõ Query Manager GIS mapping software.  Mayflower Valuation continues to provide annual 
residential appraisal consulting services. 

 
The following items were addressed at the routine monthly meetings, as needed: 

- building permits received from the FCCIP building inspection program were reviewed, field verified, and 
property cards updated accordingly 

- survey plans and deeds recording property transfers received from the Franklin County Registry of Deeds 
were reviewed, compared to tax maps for verification of data, and property cards updated accordingly 

- tax map changes were documented and forwarded to the mapping service for update 

- Form of List (personal property declaration) returns received from taxpayers were reviewed and records 
updated accordingly 

- real estate, personal property, and motor vehicle excise tax bill warrants and commitments were 
reviewed and approved as necessary 

- tax exemption applications were reviewed and granted as allowed by law 

- tax abatement applications were reviewed and granted as allowed by law 
 

Based on the FY17 interim year update sales analysis for Rowe, residential property home values, 
building lot values, and excess land values remained unchanged. New Growth for FY17 was a mere 
$13,074.  The resulting total town valuation for FY17 increased by only ~0.2% from $294,751,591 to 
$295,333,087.   

 
The FY17 tax rates of $6.19 for Residential (R) and $13.67 for Commercial/Industrial/Personal Property 

(CIP) were set on September 29 at a Classification Hearing with the Board of Selectmen.  This contrasts to 
the previous fiscal year tax rates of $6.03 for Residential and $13.31 for CIP. 

 
According to MA Department of Revenueõs  municipal databank records for FY17 (Fall 2016 tax bills), 

Rowe had the 10th lowest residential tax rate and the 3rd lowest average single family tax bill in the state 
($1,298).  For FY16 (Fall 2015 tax bills) Rowe had the 9th lowest residential tax rate and had the 4th lowest 
average single family tax bill ($1,256). 
 

Reminderéthe so-called Proposition 2½ Levy Limit restricts the amount of money that Rowe can 
appropriate each year from taxation without the approval of an override.  By law the limit increases only 2.5% 
each year ($84,224 for Rowe for FY17).  Despite our relatively low tax rate and enviable low tax bills, the 
Town has been bumping up against its Prop 2½ Levy Limit for many years and has had to make cuts, defer 
projects, or utilize other òavailable fundsó from Free Cash, Overlay Surplus, and the Stabilization Funds to 
balance the regular operating budget and to pay for special projects.  
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Please feel free to visit the Assessorsõ Office during posted office hours or posted monthly meetings; or 
email us at assessor@rowe-ma.gov. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Frederick N. (Rick) Williams, Chairman 
Heidi Cousineau 
Ellen B. Miller 

 
 
 

BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE  2016  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
This year was devoted to maintenance with no major projects undertaken.  There has been some discussion 
about the deterioration condition of the benches on the Town Hall green and their replacement.  The 
Committee is researching more permanent benches made of stone or marble that would endure for years to 
come.  An idea was discussed about funding the cost through citizen participation.  Citizens could dedicate a 
bench to a special loved one.  The project remains in the early stage of research to find appropriate benches 
that would be aesthetically pleasing and last indefinitely.     
 
We would like to thank Michael Phillips, who in Spring, volunteered his services to rake and clean up the area 
around Town Hall.  We later hired Madison Baker to work on the gardens surrounding Town Hall, Gazebo 
and the Gracy House which were in great need of attention.  Michael Phillips was hired in late Fall to 
continue the work started by Madison and added a final mulch to garden areas. 
 
During the Summer, Jodi Brown and Rebecca Richardson planted colorful annual flowers around the Town 
Hall and maintaining them was a challenge through this the extremely dry Summer.  John Magnago planted 
red, white and blue flowers at the Veteranõs Memorial in time for the annual Memorial Day Ceremony. 
 
If you have pride in your Town, enjoy the beauty of the Town Common and Town buildings, please join us, 
we need new energy, ideas and volunteers to continue the efforts.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thom Chiofalo, Chair   
Jodi Brown 
Chris Tower 
Janice Boudreau, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:assessors@rowe-ma.gov
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CEMETERY COMMISSION   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

During 2016 the Cemetery Commission continued to employ Levin Hardison to repair 
damaged and leaning tombstones in the West and East cemeteries.  In past years he has 
repaired and rebuilt the stonewalls at all three cemeteries and continues to monitor the walls, 
making minor repairs as required. Levinõs craftsmanship is outstanding and we are grateful for 
the work he does for the town. 
 
We are also grateful for the continuing hard work performed by Terry Veber and Al Morse as 
they maintain the cemetery grounds, mowing, trimming and raking throughout the growing 
season. 
 
During 2017 the Commission will oversee the continuing repair of damaged and tilting stones 
while exploring the possibility of preventive measures that might be employed to mitigate the 
damage 
 
Cemetery lots are available in the East and West cemeteries.   Please contact Chairman Jim 
Williams at 339-4731 for additional information concerning purchasing a lot(s). 
 
Anyone with questions or comments, please contact any commissioner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
James H. Williams, Chair 
Earl P. Carlow 
Myra Bennett Carlow 
 

 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Since Colonial times, almost one third of Massachusettsõ wetlands have been destroyed.  Today, wetlands are 
protected by state and federal laws.  Each town has a Conservation Commission that works hand-in-hand 
with state agencies to make sure that our water resources remain intact for the future generations.  The Rowe 
Conservation Commission is a five-member Commission, with three-year terms.   
 

The primary purpose of the Wetlands Protection Act is to protect wetlands and the public interests they 
serve.  Local Conservation Commissions protect these wetlands by requiring review of all proposed work that 
may alter these water resource areas.  Under the act, no one may òremove, fill, dredge, or alteró any wetland, 
bank of a lake or stream, land under a water body, land within 100 feet of any of these resource areas, land 
within 200 feet of a perennial stream or river, or within a floodplain regardless of ownership without a 
permit from the Conservation Commission.   
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If you are considering doing any work on land on or near a resource area, you may need to obtain a 
permit from the Conservation Commission.  The Commission issues these permits on behalf of, and with 
the assistance of, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). 
 

If you are considering doing any construction, digging, cutting of trees, or other work: 

¶ Within 200 feet of a perennial stream (generally running through the year). 

¶ Within 100 feet of an intermittent stream (generally running, but not year-round). 

¶ Within 100 feet of a wetland, 

¶ Within 100 feet of a lake or pond 

¶ Within a 100 year floodplain, 
a permit may be required for such activity.  Some minor activities may be exempt from these permitting 
requirements (unpaved walkways for private use; fencing, stonewalls, stacks of firewood ð as long as they do 
not act as a barrier to wildlife movement; vista pruning - which must be certain distances from riverfront or 
BVW; planting of native tree species; conversion of impervious surfaces to vegetated surfaces; activities that 
are temporary in nature; and have negligible impacts).  The land within the areas listed above is always subject 
to the regulations - it is the activities that may be exempt.  When in doubt, it is best to ask.   
 

The Conservation Commission meets as needed to address matters brought before it relating to their duties 
and responsibilities to protect jurisdictional wetland resources and the interests they serve.  To achieve this, 
the following applications and responses are utilized: 
 

Forms filed by applicants: 
 
Request for Determination of Applicability:  
If you are not sure whether an area is subject to jurisdiction, or if the activity may not result in the alteration 
of a resource area, you should file Form 1 ð Request for Determination.  This Request asks one or more of 
the following questions: whether the area is subject to jurisdiction; whether the boundaries of the resource 
areas are correct; whether the proposed work is subject to jurisdiction; or whether the area/work is subject to 
a wetlands bylaw.  After this Request is filed with the Commission, the Commission will schedule a site visit, 
and a public meeting.  There is no fee associated with the Application itself, but the applicant will be required 
to pay for the required newspaper advertisement for the public meeting.  In 2016, the Commission acted on 
four Requests for Determination of Applicability. 
 

Notice of Intent: 
If the proposed activity is in an area subject to jurisdiction, the applicant should file Form 3 or 4 ð Notice of 
Intent (or Abbreviated Notice of Intent).  This process will take one month to several months, depending on 
the complexity of the project. Additional documentation is also required. After this NOI is filed with the 
Commission, the Commission will schedule a site visit, and a public meeting.  There is a fee associated with 
the Application itself, and the applicant will be required to pay for the required newspaper advertisement for 
the public meeting.  In 2016, the Commission acted on three Notice of Intent. 
 

Building Permits: 
A the request of Franklin County Cooperative Inspector Program, any time a building permit application is 
received that involves any digging, the Commission is asked to sign off electronically on the application, 
verifying that the project is not subject to the WPA, and the work will not be in a jurisdictional area.  In 2016, 
the Commission performed 11 site visits in response to Building Permits.) 
 

Actions Taken by the Commission: 
Determination of Applicability: 
If the Commission has enough information to make a determination, a Form 2 ð Determination of 
Applicability will be issued indicating that either the area is not subject to jurisdiction, or that the activity will 
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not alter a resource area or conforming that the work is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act, and a Notice 
of Intent will be required before the activity can start.   
 

Order of Conditions: 
The Commission will issue an Order of Conditions in response to a Notice of Intent.  This will either permit 
or deny the proposed activities; establish required conditions for the proposed work; ensure that performance 
standards are met; and resource area impacts are minimized.  A project can be denied if it does not meet the 
performance standards or for lack of information.  The Order of Conditions must be recorded at the Registry 
of Deeds, at the applicant or landowners expense.  In 2016, the Commission issued four Order of Conditions. 
 

Monitoring and Compliance: 
The Commission may require a pre-construction meeting; perform compliance inspections; and will make a 
final site visit before issuing a Certificate of Compliance.  The Certificate of Compliance is requested by the 
applicant after the work has been completed.  In 2016, the Commission issued two Certificates of 
Compliances. 
 

Emergency Permit: 
Occasionally a situation presents itself that poses an imminent threat to human health or safety, and requires 
action sooner than the above application process allows.  In this case, a single Commissioner may issue an 
Emergency Permit, which will be ratified by a majority of the Commission members at the next scheduled 
meeting.  A copy of the Emergency Permit is filed with DEP.  In 2016, the Commission issued three 
Emergency Permits. 
 

Training and education: 
Members of the Commission participated in educational and training activities during the course of the year.  
These courses were sponsored by the Department of Environmental Protection and Massachusetts 
Association of Conservation Commissioners.  The formats have been classroom instruction as well as 
fieldwork. 
 

Meetings are open to the public, and questions are encouraged. 
 

Rowe Conservation Commission: 
Ramon Sanchez, Chairman  
Bob Clancy  
Prue Berry  
Virginia Gabert  
Myra Carlow  
 
 
 

ENERGY COMMITTEE   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In 2016 the Rowe Energy Committeeõs focus was to oversee the completion of the Green Community Grants 
started in 2015.   
 
At the May, 2015 STM the town voted to commit $28,000 in expectation of receiving $154,776 from Green 
Communities.  The grant was awarded in the full amount.   

 
In the winter the wood pellet boiler and connected pellet silo were completed and up and running in 
the DPW building. 
 
In the Spring, Sandri Energy completed the installation of Mini-Split Heat Pumps (one primary unit  
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and three area Project completed extensions of the unit) in the Town Library.  This effort will offset     
the current oil-fired burner and as an indirect benefit provide air conditioning and humidity control.  
 
Insulation and air sealing upgrades to Town Hall, Library, & DPW Garage were completed.   
 

On behalf of the Town, we would like to thank Walt Quist for all of his time and effort.  Walt made these 
projects happen, and saw them to fruition.  He went way beyond the call of duty overseeing the cleaning of 
the Town Hall attic and Library storage spaces.   
 
The preparation for the insulation project afforded a great opportunity to clean out items that were cluttering 
spaces and no longer valuable, obsolete, damaged or unsafe and adding unnecessary weight in Town Hall and 
Library.  We acknowledge the work of Lance Learned, DPW Superintendent and his crew of Ken Shippee 
and Paul Plante for their assistance in the clean out hauling and trucking along with The Town Hall Staff of 
Sandy Daviau, Sheila Litchfield and Janice Boudreau.  In addition, Library Director Molly Lane and her Staff  
assisted at the Library. 
 
The savings to both buildings should be noticed immediately by a reduction in fossil fuel usage. Currently the 
committee is dormant and in need of new members with or without technical expertise in energy use and 
conservation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Committee Members 
Michael Phillips 
Wayne Zavotka   
 

 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
This past year, your Finance Committee has taken advantage of invites from the School Committee and 
Board of Selectmen to participate in discussions of important issues from their outset.  Chief among these 
are: the decision regarding the town of Rowe rejoining the Mohawk Regional School District as a member 
town, the upcoming repair of bridges and dams within town, and the efforts to bring broadband connectivity 
to town.  
 
We hope that our involvement in these issues from the earliest moments through their eventual conclusion 
will lend credence to subsequent Finance Committee recommendations.  When you see òRecommended by 
the Finance Committeeó you may have confidence that such a recommendation is made from a fully 
informed position. 
 
We will work with these and other boards to help in any way that we can to keep the Town of Rowe budget 
within our means. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Ray Wilson, 
Chair, Finance Committee 
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PLANNING BOARD   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Planning Board organization 
In the May annual election, David Roberson was re-elected to a five-year term.  The board then elected David 
Roberson to serve as Chairman and representative to the Franklin Regional Planning Board, and elected 
Douglas Wilson as Secretary (or Clerk, informally titled Scribe).  The board voted to reaffirm the duties of the 
Secretary to include acting as editor of the Goal Post, under the same conditions and for the same 
compensation as agreed in the previous year.  The Planning Board was advised and represented by Greenfield 
attorney Donna MacNicol, who is also Town Counsel. 
 
In June, member Robert Dykeman announced that he would be resigning, and Bob was thanked for his many 
years of service.  Resident Daniel Burke expressed an interest in serving on the board, and Dan was 
subsequently appointed jointly by the Planning Board and Board of Selectmen to fill the open position until 
the election in spring. 
 
Permitting 
In February, the Planning Board and Rowe Tree Warden Lance Larned held a joint public hearing concerning 
the removal of a large and deteriorating ash tree within the town right-of-way that was threatening a residentõs 
property, as well as several distressed trees which the Park Department wished to remove at the 
parking/picnic area near the causeway at Pelham Lake (òPercyõs Pointó).  Permission was granted for the tree 
removal. 
 
Later in the year, a request was made by Lewis Tree Service acting on behalf of National Grid to remove a 
number of public trees near the bottom of Monroe Hill Road.  The board requested that National Grid apply 
directly to the Planning Board and Tree Warden prior to scheduling a public hearing, but the request for tree 
removal was subsequently withdrawn. 
 
In May, the board held a public hearing on a Special Permit request by U. U. Rowe Camp and Conference 
Center to use a property on Zoar Road for short-term rentals.  After deliberation, and with no opposition 
from abutters or others, the Planning Board voted unanimously to approve the permit. 
 
In December, applications were received for Special Permits from Deborah Katz and from Jean-Claude van 
Itallie, both residents of Davenport Road, for short-term rentals.  Public hearings were to be scheduled for 
early 2017. 
 
In November, Henry J. Dandeneau requested endorsement of a new lot division as òApproval Not Requiredó 
(ANR).  The board endorsed the documents. 
 
Planning and Zoning 
The board continued its in-depth review of Roweõs zoning bylaws, and is working diligently to create a 
comprehensive set of clear and legally defensible bylaws to protect Roweõs amenities and preserve and 
enhance property values and the quality of life of all residents.  When complete, the Planning Boardõs 
recommendations will be thoroughly discussed at a public hearing prior to being presented to Town Meeting 
voters, where they must receive a super-majority of support to be adopted, and finally to the Massachusetts 
Attorney General for approval.  This work continues in 2017. 
 
Respectfully submitted by David Roberson, for the Planning Board, 
 
David Roberson, Chairman 
Doug Wilson, Scribe Jodi Brown Dan Burke Robin Reed 
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TOWN CLERK ð APPOINTEES SWORN TO DUTY / RESIGNATIONS  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
Administrative Assistant 
 Sandra P. Daviau     
                                 
Agent for Veterans 
 Brian Brooks ð Veterans Service Officer 
 
Agricultural Commission 
 Susan Gleason    
 
Animal Control Officer  - Regional   
 Ed Grinnell 
 
Animal Control Officer  ð Town 
 Arthur Samuelson   
 
Animal Control Officer  ð Relief 
  Henry Dandeneau                
 
Assistant Treasurer 
 Sandra P. Daviau   
 
Beautification Committee 
 Jo-ann M. Brown                         
 Thomas L. Chiofalo                     
 Christine Tower                           
  
Board of Registrars 
 Lisa Danek Burke 
 Kerri McLatchy 
 Jennifer Morse 
 Willian Parent 
  
Broadband Committee 
 David Dvore 
 Russell Jolly 
 Dan Wessman 
 
Conservation Commission 
 Prudence Berry 
 Myra Carlow 
 Robert Clancy 
 Virginia Gabert 
 Ramon Sanchez 
 
Constable 
 Sandra P. Daviau                       
 

     Council on Aging 
 Marilyn Belval 
 Jo-ann M. Brown                       
 Sandra P. Daviau                       
 Doris Fensky             
 Christine A. Tower 

Florence Veber           
 Shirley Veber            
 
     Cultural Council 
 Anne Besgen   
 Joann Brown 
 Laurie Pike 
 Paulette Rocci 
 BJ Roche   
  
      DPW Superintendent 
 Lance Larned                             
 
     Election Tellers / Workers 
 JoAnn Brown                            
 Myra Carlow 
 Brianna Demech 
 Deb Lively 
 Marjorie B. Morse (Election Clerk)                
 Robin Reed (Warden)              
 Christine Tower 
 Ramon Sanchez 
 Shirley Veber                            
     Emergency Management Director 
     Community Emergency Response  Coord. 
     Hazardous Materials Control Officer 
 Ed May                                               
 
     Emergency Medical Service Director 
 C. Selmi Hyytinen    
 Resigned 8/11/16                     
 
     Energy Committee 
 Deborah Katz 
 Michael Phillps 
 Wayne Zavotka                                 
 
     Environmental Officer  
 Lance Larned                                     
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Field Driver 
 Sandra A. Daviau                              
 

Fire Chief 
 Brandon A. Sprague                               
 
Fire Department Administrative Assistant 
 Jennifer Morse 
 
Forest Fire Warden 
 Brandon A. Sprague                            
 
FC Coop Inspection Program  Rep 
 Janice Boudreau 
 
FC Solid Waste Management District Rep 
 Jodi Brown  
 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments         
Rep (FRCOG) 
  Marilyn Wilson     
 
Franklin Regional Planning Board Rep 
  David Robertson                               
 
FC Transit Authority Rep 
 Marilyn Wilson                                    
 
Inspector of Buildings -  Alternate 
 James Hawkins ðFCCIP                       
 
Keeper of the Dams 
 Henry Dandeneau 
 Julie Shippee (Alternate) 
 
Measurer of Wood, Bark & Lumber 
 Thomas P. Danek, Jr                              
 James H. Williams                                
 Robert Rice 
  
Mohawk Woodlands Partnership Rep 
 Walter J. Quist 
 
Municipal Light Plant Manager  
 Walter J. Quist 
 
Old Home Day Committee 
 Mackenzi Coulombe 
 Brianne Cousineau 
 Loretta Dionne 
 Jennifer Morse  

 Mary Paige 
 Robin Reed  
  
     Police/Special Police Officers 
 C. Selmi Hyytinen                  
 Melinda Herzig                        
 Jarod Bellows                           
 Henry Dandeneau                   
 Holland Herzig 
 Margo Newton                        
 
    Pound Keeper 
  Sandra P. Daviau                    
 
    Superintendent of Insect, Pest, Elm          
    Disease Control 
 Lance Larned                                            
  
    Town Nurse 
    Appointed by Board of Health 
 Sheila Litchfield             
 
     Town Counsel 
 Donna MacNichol                            
 
     Transfer Station Attendants 
     Appointed by Board of Health 
 Ted Palmer                                           
 James Lively                                         
 Julie Shippee (Alternate) 
 
     Treasurer 
 Kris Nartowitz  
      
     Tree Warden 
 Lance Larned                                             

 
     WiredWest Communications Cooperative      
     Corporation Delegate 
 Marilyn Wilson 
 David Dvore (Alternate) 
 
     Yankee Land Committee 
 Walter J. Quist    
 
     Yankee Atomic Electric Co. Citizen      
     Advisory Board 
 Walter J. Quist 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Henry Dandeneau 

  

            Russ Jolly 
            Gail May 
            Marilyn Wilson     
    
     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                  Florence Bjork celebrated her 100th birthday  
                                                              November  17, 2016 
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TOWN CLERK ð LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS   2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

        

        Term 

      Board of Assessors      
  Heidi Cousineau     2019 
 
      Board of Health   
  David Cousineau     2017 
 
      Board of Selectmen    
  Dennis May      2019 
 
      Cemetery Commission   
  Jim Williams      2019 
 
      Finance Committee    
  Wayne Zavotka     2019 
  Joanne Semanie*     2017 
  
      Finance Committee     
  Loretta Dionne       2018 
     
      Library Trustee    
  Karen Soviecke     2019 
 
      Park Commissioner   
  Michael Phillips     2019 
  
      Planning Board    
  David Roberson     2021 
  
      School Committee    
  Ellen Miller      2019 
 
          School Committee    
  Janet Cowie      2018 
 
 
* was appointed by the Board of Selectmen to fill the Finance Committee seat until Annual Town Election 
May 2017 
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ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS  
  Saturday, May 14, 2016 

128 Voted/ 277 Total Registered Voters 
   
Warden:     Robin Reed 
Clerk:     Marjorie Morse 
Election Workers:   Shirley Veber, Christine Tower, Ashton Morse, Brianna Demech,  
 Ramon Sanchez, Jodi Brown, Myra Carlow 
Constable:     Robert Dykeman 
Town Clerk:   Jennifer Morse 

 
  

BOARD OF ASSESSORS (3 YEARS) 
 Heidi Cousineau  88  

Blanks     32  
 All Others    8  
  
 BOARD OF HEALTH (3 YEARS)  
 David Cousineau  80 
 Blanks    27 
 All Others   3 
 Maggie Rice (WI)  12 
 Rachel Holbrook (WI)    6 
 
 BOARD OF SELECTMEN (3 YEARS) 
 Dennis May   82 
 John H. Williams  45 
 All Others   1 
  
 CEMETERY COMMISSION (3 YEARS)  
 Blanks    91 
 James Williams (WI)  25 
 All Others   12 
             
 FINANCE COMMITTEE (3 YEARS)  
 Wayne Zavotka  101  
 Blanks    27 
   
 FINANCE COMMITTEE (2 YEARS)  
 Loretta Dionne  87 
 Blanks    33 
 All Others   8 

 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE (3 YEARS) 

 Karen Soviecke  107 
  Blanks     21 
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PARK COMMISSIONER (3 YEARS) 

 Michael Phillips  89 
 Blanks    24 
 All Others   2 
 Bruce Cowie (WI)  13 
  

PLANNING BOARD (5 YEARS)  
 David Roberson  85 
 Blanks    32 
 All Others   11 
 
 SCHOOL COMMITTEE (3 YEARS)  
 Ellen Miller   69 
 Blanks    46 
 All Others    13 
   
 SCHOOL COMMITTEE (2 YEARS)  
 Blanks    75 
 Janet Cowie   38  
 All Others   15 
 
 MODERATOR (3 YEARS) 
 Robert J. Clancy  96 
 Blanks    23 
 Henry Dandeneau   (WI) 9 
 
 TAX COLLECTOR (3 YEARS) 
 Sandra Daviau   109 
 Blanks    19 
 
Results Submitted By: 
Jennifer Morse 
Town Clerk 
May 14, 2016  
 
 

A true copy, Attest:              Date:  May 14, 2016 
                                   ______________________________ 
                                    Jennifer Morse    Rowe Town Clerk 
(WI) =  Write In  
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TOWN CLERK ð DOG LICENSES 2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

TOWN OF ROWE DOGS LICENSED 2016 

      

 

License Expires March 31, 2017 

     

       
2016  

OWNERS NAME ADDRESS 

PHONE 

#  

DOGS 

NAME  SEX BREED COLOR Tag # 

        
Ellen B. Miller 160 Hazelton Road 339-5746 Toby M Beagle Mix Tri-Color 31 

Chris Brown 110 County Road 339-5521 Toby NM German Shepherd Black 88 
Jeanette & Howard 

Crowningshield 106 Zoar Road 339-4406 Sadie SF Chihauhua Brown/White 18 

Deb Lively 4 Stone Hill Road 339-4943 Red F Red Heeler Red 7 

Jim Lively 4 Stone Hill Road 339-4943 Chief M Aust. Shepherd  Brown/White 8 

Earl Carlow 42 Ford Hill Road 339-8535 Bruno NM Boxer/Lab Black 33 

Henry Dandeneau 272 Zoar Road 339-4295 Kate F Brittany Spaniel White/Orange 49 

Jim Williams & Kris Swenson 106 Middletown Hill Rd 339-4949 Miss T SF Shepherd Mix Yellow/White 89 

Sandy Daviau 17 Potter Road 339-8343 Shakira SF Chihuahua Tri-color 27 

Sandy Daviau 17 Potter Road 339-8343 Gabby SF Mini Poodle Cream/Buff 28 

Christine Tower 234 Zoar Road 339-4736 Emma SF Pug Fawn 24 

Loretta Dionne 21 Hazelton Road 339-5326 Peebles SF Shih Tzu Mix White/Black 35 

Loretta Dionne 21 Hazelton Road 339-5326 Chara M Mixed Breed Black/Tan 34 

Deb & Steve Crowningshield 450 Tunnel Road 337-5561 Charley SF Choc Lab Chocolate 10 

Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road 337-5566 Dozer M Chihuahua White/Black/Brown 80 

Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road 337-5566 Diesel M Black Silver Lab Black/Silver 79 

Jenna & Matt Crowningshield 16 Newell Cross Road 337-5566 Pepper NM Dalmatian 

White w/Brown 

Spots 80 

Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road 339-4936 Pheobe SF Choc Lab Chocolate 58 

Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road 339-4936 Kody M Choc Lab Chocolate 57 

Kathy Sprague 242 Ford Hill Road 339-4936 Piper F Lab/Retriever Chocolate 59 

Brittani Sprague 40 Shippee Road 339-4762 Moose M Chocolate Lab Chocolate 61 

Brittani Sprague 40 Shippee Road 339-4762 Altan F Chocolate Lab Chocolate 62 

Brian & Laurie Ash 6 Pine Hill Drive 339-0267 Kramer NM Retriever/Labrador Black 74 

Linda Avery 276 Zoar Road 339-4997 Gizzy F Collie Mix Brown/Black 71 

Linda Avery 276 Zoar Road 339-4997 Bud D Bear M Datsun/York Mix Beige 72 

Leonda Hardison 22 Tunnel Road 664-1032 Ivy SF Lab Yellow 11 

Laura Roberson 539 Tunnel Road 

 

Meadow SF Malinois Black/Tan 53 

Laura Roberson 539 Tunnel Road 
 

Honey SF 

Belgian Malinois 

Mix Fawn w/Black Face 54 
Brandon & Jenn Morse 

Sprague 162 Zoar Road 339-4945 Lilly  SF Chocolate Lab Chocolate 70 

Brandon & Jenn Morse 
Sprague 162 Zoar Road 339-4945 Daisy  F Siberian Husky White/Black  29 

Sean & Leann Loomis 63 Middletown Hill Rd 339-8573 Parker SF Golden Lab Mix Golden 90 

Sean & Leann Loomis 63 Middletown Hill Rd 339-8573 Dexter NM Mixed Breed Black 91 

Robert & Karen Markert 377 Tunnel Road 337-4268 Shatzi SF Great Pyrennes Cream  55 

Robert & Karen Markert 377 Tunnel Road 337-4268 Zeus M Great Pyrennes White and Black 56 

Ellynn and Jack Packard 47 Stone Hill Road 337-4868 Bonnie SF Maltese    White and Black 17 

Walter and Kelle Quist 4 Ford Hill Road 339-4718 Teddy NM Schipperke Black 12 

M. Arlene Andognini 163 Hazelton Road 339-8802 Misha M Terrier   Black/Tan 13 

Virginia Gary 141 Cyrus Stage Road 339-4399 Cocoa SF Peke Mix Buff 82 

Virginia Gary 141 Cyrus Stage Road 339-4399 Snoopy M Boston Terr Mix Black and White 83 

Robert & Carrie Silva 123 Davis Mine Road 339-4249 Camo M Choc Lab Retriever Chocolate (Brown) 36 

Pete Brown 16 Shumway Road 339-4707 Shiloh M Beagle Mix Tri-Color 16 

Marilyn Wilson 37 Potter Road 337-5306 Cassie SF Bichon Frise White 76 

Marilyn Wilson 37 Potter Road 339-5713 Tommy M Bichon Frise White 77 
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Stanley Zielonka 

48 Old Cyrus Stage 

Road 339-5359 Lollipop SF Poodle, Miniature Apricot 6 

Jen Rice 85 Ford Hill Road 339-6625 Milo M Great Dane Black 39 

Jen Rice 85 Ford Hill Road 339-6625 Otis M Great Dane Black 38 

Mike & Laurie Laffond 208 Hazelton Road 337-4869 Cam NM Golden Retriever Yellow 45 

Mike & Laurie Laffond 208 Hazelton Road 337-4869 Daisy  SF Yorkshire Terrier Black/Brown 46 

Dan & Claudine Poplawski 37 Shippee Road 337-4349 Shadow SF Lab/Retriever Black 14 

Deb Katz 80 Davenport Road 339-4374 Feathers NM Mixed Breed Black 64 

Rebecca Katz 80 Davenport Road 339-4374 Cooper M Maltese Pom. Mix White 74 

Deb Katz 80 Davenport Road 339-4374 Juno NM Great Pyrenes White 73 

Ken and Doris Fensky 93 Brittingham Hill Rd 337-4829 Daisey Mae SF Border Collie Black/White 19 

Kevin & Willian Parent 39 Stone Hill Road 339-4093 Lefty SF Beagle Mix Black/Brown 4 

Sharon Hudson 15 Newell Cross Road 339-4214 Stella SF Shih Tzu Liver & Red 3 

Paul and Leslie McLatchy 17 Newell Cross Road 339-6667 Rylee SF Lab/Bull Mastiff Black/White 40 

Kerri McLatchy 17 Newell Cross Road 339-6667 Tucker M Chocolate Lab Chocolate 41 

Lance & Danielle Larned 26 Newell Cross Road 339-4461 Ellie SF Australian Shepard Blue Merle 23 

Ken & Julie Shippee Newell Cross Road 339-4382 Chevy SF Lab Mix Yellow 97 

Wayne and Susie Zavotka 505 Tunnel Road 339-0135 Sweet Annie SF Lab Retriever Black 30/87 

Robert Clancy/Lisa Miller 12 County Branch Road 339-9918 Scout NM Dalmatian Mix Black/White 6 

Jeff and Maggie Parent 32 Shippee Road 339-5714 Bailey SF Black Lab Black 48 

Jeff and Maggie Parent 32 Shippee Road 339-5714 Destiny SF Chocolate Lab Chocolate 47 

Sue Wood 19 Stone Road 339-4446 Tessie SF Beagle Mix (Rescue) Tri-Color 15 

Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Rd 339-8587 Kodei SF Shiba Innu Black/Tan 66 

Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Rd 339-8587 Kasey M Shiba Innu Red/White 67 

Heidi Cousineau 30 Old Cyrus Stage Rd 339-8587 Mollie SF Shiba Innu Black/Tan 68 

Buster Reed 48 Hazelton Road 339-4752 Lucy SF Siberian Husky Cinnamon/White 20 

Buster Reed 48 Hazelton Road 339-4752 Meko NM Siberian Husky Black/White 21 

Mary Paige 23 Newell Cross Road 339-5510 Burrito NM Chihuahua Black/Brown 92 

Robin Reed 48 Hazelton Road 339-4752 Benji NM Shih Tzu Mix Gray 51 

Dennis & Anna Humbert 530 Tunnel Road 339-4757 Bandit NM Malti-Tzu Tri-Color 26 

Dennis & Anna Humbert 530 Tunnel Road 339-4757 Bella SF Lab Black 25 

Brian and Andrea 

Crowningshield 245 Zoar Road 339-0149 Duke M Husky Mix Black 93 
Brian and Andrea 

Crowningshield 245 Zoar Road 339-0149 Lily  F Chihuahua Tan 94 

Brian and Andrea 
Crowningshield 245 Zoar Road 339-0149 Izzy F Great Pyrenees 

 

95 

Susan Williams 7 Middletown Hill Rd 339-6647 Sybil SF Mixed Breed Tan 52 

Jon & Carol Lively 11 Petrie Road 339-0252 Skittles SF Lab Mix Red/Brown 32 

Joanne Semanie 59 Middletown Hill Rd 339-6667 Chester NM Lab Mix Black/White 50 

Dan Wessman/BJ Roche 37 Davenport Road 339-4886 Yula SF English Shepard Black/White 60 

Reed Brown 42 Old Cyrus Stage Rd 339-5567 Reggie SF Golden Retriever Golden 2 

Kristen Johnson 24 Brittingham Hill Rd 337-4337 Hudson NM Brittany Orange/White 1 

Addy Macias 163 Hazelton Road - A 337-5324 

Shredder 

Bernard NM Daschund Mix Blonde 44 

Addy Macias 163 Hazelton Road - A 337-5324 Jen-Jen SF Chow Chow Black 43 

Addy Macias 163 Hazelton Road - A 337-5324 
Murphy 
Gregory NM Basenji White/Apricot 42 

Joe Thane 

32 Davenport Branch 

Road 824-2526 Milo M Chocolate Lab Chocolate 69 
Ramon Sanchez & Barbara 

Gottesman 182 Ford Hill Road 339-4836 Maya Chica F Port. Poodle Black 86 

Rebecca Bradley 51 Middletown Hill Rd 339-0107 Jolie SF 
Australian Blue 
Heeler Blue Merle 85 

Oral and Darlene Jackson 88 Hazelton Road 339-8607 Cody NM German Shepard Black/Red 84 

Michael & Regina Phillips 62 Pond Road 339-8347 Nick NM Cav. King Charles Red/White 83 

Laurie Pike 25 Middletown Hill Rd 339-4232 Calusa SF 

Chocolate 

Lab/Dalmatian Brown/White 37 
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR LIST 2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROSPECTIVE JUROR LIST -  Office of Jury Commissioner {M.G.L Chapter 234a} 
 
  ANDOGNINI , M A  163 HAZELTON RD  F  RETIRED   
  ASH, Brian S  6 PINE HILL DR  M  LINEMN/MA ELEC   
  ASH, Laurie L  6 PINE HILL DR  F  VET. ASSTNT   
  AVERY, Linda E  BX 312  F  ADMINST ASST   
  BAKER, Madison T  65 STONE HILL RD  M  DEERFIELD ACAD   
  BAKER, Roberta T  65 STONE HILL RD  F  TEACHER   
  BAKER, William J  65 STONE HILL RD  M  BUSINESSMAN   
  BALDWIN , John D  30 POTTER RD  M  MANAGER   
  BERRY, Prudence  144 LESHURE  RD  F  LAND-DESIGNER   
  BJORK, Timothy J  42 LESHURE RD  M   
  BOUCHER , Elaine  BOX 295  F 
  BOUTWELL , Joyce A  7 POTTER RD  F  RETIRED   
  BOUTWELL , Rebecca S  7 POTTER RD  F  RETAIL MNGMNT  
  BOUTWELL -SWOPE, Krista R   32 DAVENPORT BRANCH RD   CNA  
  BOYD, Ian M  5 STONE RD  M  COOK   
  BRADLEY,  Michael F  51 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  M  HEARING TESTER   
  BRADLEY , Rebecca P  51 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  F  B&B OWNER   
  BROWN, Reed E  27 NEWELL CROSS RD  M   
  BROWN, Skyler M  141 CYRUS STAGE RD  M  STUDENT   
  BRYANT,  Lisa A  11 HAZELTON RD  F  HOUSEKEEPING/M 
  CARSON, Melissa J   171 ZOAR RD   F   STUDENT   
  CHIOFALO , Thomas L  87 POTTER RD  M  RETIRED   
  CIRINNA , Geoffrey T  252 ZOAR RD  M  MECHANIC   
  CLANCY , Robert J  12 COUNTY BRANCH RD  M  PRINCIPAL   
  COLUMBUS, Peter J  PO BOX 825  M  WRITER   
  COULOMBE , Dean R  39 STONE HILL RD  M   TREE SERVICE 
  COUSINEAU , David A  30 OLD CYRUS STAGE ROAD  M  NUCLEAR SECURITY 
  COUSINEAU , Heidi PO BOX 302  F  ACCT/BOOKEEPER   
  COWIE , Janet L  487 TUNNEL RD  F  DIRECTOR  
  CROCKWELL, Kendra M  14 TUNNEL RD  F  MTRHS   
  CROWNINGSHIELD , Debra A  450 TUNNEL RD  F  OFFICE MANAGER   
  CROWNINGSHIELD , Jeanette  106 ZOAR RD  F  HOMEMAKER   
  CROWNINGSHIELD , Jenna M  16 NEWELL CROSS RD   F   PCA   
  CROWNINGSHIELD , Matthew R  16 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  ROWEHWYCREW   
  CROWNINGSHIELD , Steven R   450 TUNNEL RD   M   CARPENTER   
  DANDENEAU , Henry  J  P O  BOX 282  M  RETIRED   
  DANEK JR, Thomas P  39 CROSS RD  M  EXCAVTR   
  DANEK , Helen E  39 CROSS RD  F  HOMEMAKER   
  DANEK -BURKE, Lisa A  465 TUNNEL RD  F  ENVRNMNTL ENG   
  DAVIAU, Sandra P  17 POTTER RD  F  TX CLTR/ASSR CLERK  
  DEMECH , Brianna E   162 ZOAR RD   F   FCTS  
  DENOUDEN , Nicole   34 STONE HILL RD   F   MANAGER 
  DONOVAN , Sandra A  100 ZOAR RD  M  STUDIO MANAGER 
  DUNNELL , Dale  W  137 LESHURE RD  F  SELF EMPLOYED   
  DUNNELL , Paul  P  137 LESHURE RD  M  SELF-EMPLOYED   
  DVORE , David   75 POTTER RD  M COMPUTER SERVICE 
  DYKEMAN , Robert  L  468 TUNNEL RD  M  RETIRED   
  EASTMAN , Josh  I  122 DAVENPORT RD  M  MECHANIC   
  FAIR JR, Michael  L  11 HAZELTON RD  M  STUDENT   
  FENSKY, Kenneth  G  93 BRITTINGHAM HILL RD  M 
  FLAGG, Donna J  245 LESURE RD   F   HOMEMAKER   
  FOBERG, Kirsten  E  160 HAZELTON RD  F   
  GABERT, Virginia  C  144 LESHURE RD  F  ADMIN ASSISTAN   
  GALLAGHAR , Maeve  P  30 POTTER RD  F  COLLEGE   
  GARY, Virginia P  141 CYRUS STAGE RD  F  TEACHER   
  GLEASON, Susan P  PO BOX 307  F  RETIRED   
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  GOTTESMAN, Barbara A   PO BOX 470   F  
  HAMILTON , Richard A   34 STONE HILL RD   M  
  HARDISON , Billy L  22 TUNNEL RD  M  RETIRED   
  HARDISON , Leonda  I  22 TUNNEL RD  F  RETIRED   
  HEILIGMANN , Carlos  71 CROSS RD  M  RETIRED   
  HEILIGMANN , Katherine  S  71 CROSS RD  F  RETIRED  
  HOBBS, Geneva E   23 NEWELL CROSS RD   F   MOHAWK  
  HOUGHTALING , Melissa  A  14 TUNNEL RD  F  RETAIL   
  HOUGHTALING , Thomas  A  14 TUNNEL RD  M  UNEMPLOYED   
  HUDSON , Gary  H  15 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  RETIRED  
  HUDSON , Sharon  15 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  ENGRG ASSISTANT 
  HUMBERT , Anna J   34 FRANKLIN STREET  F  RETIRED   
  HUMBERT , Dennis  A  34 FRANKLIN STREET  M   
  HYYTINEN , Christopher  S  65 HAZELTON RD  M  POLICE OFFICER   
  HYYTINEN,  Tabitha  J  65 HAZELTON RD  F   
  JACKSON, Darlene A  88 HAZELTON RD  F  PELICAN   
  JACKSON, Lisa M  88 HAZELTON RD  F  TEACHER   
  JACKSON, Oral  L  88 HAZELTON RD  M  MECHANIC   
  JOLLY, Morghan  W  19 STONE RD  M  FREE LANCE   
  JOLLY, Russell  W  19 STONE RD  M  CONSULTANT   
  KATZ , Deborah  B  BOX 3023  F    
  KEPPLER, David  J  145 LESHURE E RDESTERDE  M  COMPTR PROGRAM   
  KICHOROWSKY, Roman G   78 HAZELTON RD   
  KINDLE , Crystal L   276 ZOAR RD   F   SELF EMPLOYED 
  LAFFOND , Cynthia  M  205 HAZELTON RD  F  RETIRED 
  LAFFOND , Laurie L  208 HAZELTON RD  F   SECRETARY     
  LAFFOND , Michael  S  208 HAZELTON RD  M  AIRCRFT MECH.  
  LAFFOND , Spencer M  208 HAZELTON RD  M  MOHAWK    
  LAMORE , Lisa A  15 STONE HILL RD  F  NURSE   
  LAMORE , William  15 STONE HILL RD  M  CARPENTER   
  LARNED , Danielle M  26 NEWELL CROSS RD  F  CUSTODIAL   
  LARNED , Lance  P  26 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  HIGHWY SUPER   
  LAWSON, Diana  L  1 PELHAM DR  F  PCA   
  LEVITRE , Christine  PO BOX 296  195201367 02 17  F  SELF EMPLOYED   
  LIVELY , Abigail R  4 STONE HILL RD  F  COOK/FITNESS   
  LIVELY , Anne M  22 FORD HILL RD  F  PCA/HOMEMAKER   
  LIVELY , Carol  F  11 PETRIE RD  F  FARMER   
  LIVELY , Deborah  L  4 STONE HILL RD  F  FITNESS   
  LIVELY , James  W  4 STONE HILL RD  M  SAWYER   
  LIVELY , Jason A  22 FORD HILL RD   M  TRUCK DRIVER   
  LIVELY , Jonathan  A  11 PETRIE RD  M  BOILER OPERATO  
  LOOMIS , Leann Z  63 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD    F   DIR. PUPIL SERV.   
  LOOMIS , Ruth  E  63 TATRO ROAD   F  NURSE PRAC.   
  LOOMIS , Sean  R  63 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD    M PARK RANGER   
  LOOMIS , William  A  108 HAZELTON RD   M   RETIRED   
  MARKERT , Karen  377 TUNNEL RD  F OFFICE MANAGER   
  MARKERT , Robert  T  377 TUNNEL RD  M  RETIRED   
  MAY, Dennis  F  22 POTTER RD  M  ENGINEER   
  MAY, Gail  22 POTTER RD  F  TCHRS AIDE   
  MAY, Katherine  E  68 CROSS RD    F  HOMEMAKER   
  MCLATCHY III , Paul   17 NEWELL CROSS RD    M  POSTAL WORKER 
  MCLATCHY JR , Paul   17 NEWELL CROSS RD    M  UNEMPLOYED   
  MCLATCHY , Lesley  K  17 NEWELL CROSS RD  F  HOMEMAKER    
  MILLER , Clayton  C  160 HAZELTON RD  M  WELDER 
  MILLER , Daniel J   P O BOX 417   M OPERARTOR    
  MILLER , Ellen  B  160 HAZELTON RD    F  TREASURER   
  MILLER , Lisa L   12 COUNTY BRANCH RD   F   NURSE/PRACTIONER 
  MORSE, Ashton  P  162 ZOAR RD  F  CUSTOMER SVC  
  MORSE, Jennifer A   PO BOX 295   F   TOWN CLERK  
  MORSE, Marjorie  H  60 SHIPPEE RD  F  RETIRED   
  NICHOLS , Robin 58 TATRO RD  F  BAKER   
  PAIGE, Eric S   23 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  GCC   
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  PAIGE, Mary  E  23 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  F CNA/HOMEMAKER   
  PALMER , Edwin A  6 PALMER RD   M   MECHANIC 
  PARENT , Jeffrey  E  32 SHIPPEE RD  M  UPS DRIVER   
  PARENT , Kevin  M  39 STONE HILL RD  M   ASPLUNDH  
  PARENT , Margaret G  32 SHIPPEE RD  F   HOMEMAKER   
  PARENT , Willian  M  39 STONE HILL ESTERDE  F HR MANAGER   
  PHELPS, Abigail M  36 PETRIE RD  F  OUTDOOR REC.   
  PICKETT , Felicity  BOX 273  F  DIRECTOR   
  POEHLEIN , David  G  BX 17  M  RETAIL MNGR   
  POPLAWSKI, Claudine M   37 SHIPPEE RD  F   SP ED TEACHER   
  POPLAWSKI, Daniel  P  37 SHIPPEE RD  M ARBELLA INS.   
  QUIST , Kelle  J  4 FORD HILL RD  F RETIRED  
  REARDON , Mary A  J  146 CYRUS STAGE RD  F HOUSEWIFE  
  REARDON , Tiffany  J  146 CYRUS STAGE RD  F STUDENT   
  REARDON , William N  146 CYRUS STAGE RD  M  VERMONT YANKEE   
  REED , Lockwood L  48 HAZELTON RD  M  US NAVY   
  REGAN-BJORK  Jasmine  M  42 LESHURE RD  F   
  REYNOLDS , Danette  L  30 POTTER RD    HOMEMAKER   
  RICE , Bradley  J  86 FORD HILL RD  M  DISABILITY   
  RICE , Dean  T  85 FORD HILL RD  M  TRUCK DRIVER   
  RICE , Jameson T  85 FORD HILL RD  M  MOHAWK   
  RICE , Jennifer  L  85 FORD HILL RD  F  HOMEMAKER   
  RICE , Margaret  B  88 DAVIS MINE RD  F  RN- RETIRED   
  RICE , Robert  R  88 DAVIS MINE RD  M  RETIRED   
  RICHARDSON , Rachel  M   27 NEWELL CROSS RD   F  STUDENT   
  RICHARDSON , Rebecca  F  27 NEWELL CROSS RD  F  ELMSTEACHER   
  ROBERSON, David  A  539 TUNNEL RD  M  BUSNESS PERSON   
  ROBERSON, Laura  S  539 TUNNEL RD  F  BUSNESS PERSON   
  ROCCIO, Paulette  A  10 KINGS HWY  F  FACILITIES MGR   
  ROCHE , Barbara  J  P O BOX 34  F  JOURNALIST   
  ROSSI, Martha   72 BRITTINGHAM HILL RD  F  HOMEMAKER   
  RUHL , Steven W   3 KINGS HWY   M 
  SAMUELSON, ARTHUR H   68 ZOAR RD   M 
  SANCHEZ , Ramon L   182 FORD HILL RD   M 
  SCRIVENS, David  F  35 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  RETIRED   
  SHERMAN , Connie  A  77 HAZELTON RD  F  ASST. PRO DIR.   
  SHIPPEE , Julie  J  21 NEWELL CROSS RD   F   POLICE OFFICER   
  SHIPPEE , Kenneth  R  21 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  ROWE HIGHWAY   
  SHIPPEE , Kyle K  21 NEWELL CROSS RD   M   CONSTRUCTION   
  SILVA, Carrie Y  PO BOX 294  F  ADMIN/CUSTODIA   
  SILVA, Robert  A  PO BOX 294  M  CONSTRUCTION   
  SILVA, Sandra  J  54 FORD HILL RD  F  RETIRED   
  SIMPSON, Eliakim H  P O BOX 296  M   
  SNYDER, Catherine  T  49 CROSS RD  F  REG NURSE   
  SNYDER, Timothy  C  49 CROSS RD  M  INSTRUMENT TEC   
  SOKOL, Charles  L  14 MIDDLETOWN HILL ROAD  M  PRODUCTION WKR   
  SOKOL, Meredith  L  14 MIDDLETOWN HILL ROAD  F  AT HOME   
  SOUSA, James  E  99 BRITTINGHAM HILL RD  M   
  SOVIECKE, Karen  41 DAVENPORT RD  F  RETIRED   
  SOVIECKE, Mitchell  41 DAVENPORT RD  M  SELF EMPLOYED   
  SPRAGUE, Brandon  A  162 ZOAR RD  M  TREE SERVICE   
  SPRAGUE, Brittani  M  40 SHIPPEE RD  F  TEACHER   
  SPRAGUE, Kevin  D  242 FORD HILL RD  M  RETAIL 
  STETSON, Charles A   29 POTTER RD   M   RETIRED   
  STETSON, Cynthia L   29 POTTER RD   F   SUB. TEACHER 
  STRULES, Jennifer E   145 LESHURE RD   F  WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST   
  STURGIS, Laura  V  163 HAZELTON RD  F   
  SULLIVAN , Jonathan L  20 NEWELL CROSS RD  M  MACHINE MECHANIC   
  SUTHERLAND , Jennie R  202 LESHURE RD  F  ACTIVITY DIRECTOR  
  SUTHERLAND , Wendy  S  202 LESHURE RD  F  RN   
  SWENSON, Kristen  C  106 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  F  ADMNST ASSTN      
  VANHORNE , Guinevere A  1 PELHAM DR  F  STUDENT   
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  VEBER, Mary  292 ZOAR RD   F   MEAT WRAPPER   
  VEBER, Presley  3 PINE HILL DR  M  SERVICE STATION 
  VEBER, Samantha L   294 ZOAR RD   F   SKI INDUSTRY    
  VEBER, Terry  294 ZOAR RD  M  VP/RICE OIL   
  VEBER, Tiffany R  PO BOX 275  F  POST OFFICE   
  VEGA, Richard  14 POTTER ROAD  M  
  WEISS, Cynthia  19 FORD HILL RD  F  
  WESSMAN, Daniel J  P O BOX 342  M  DARK RM TECH   
  WHITE , Gerrit C  65 POTTER RD  M  TEACHER   
  WHITE , Glenn M  245 LESHURE RD  M  BURNER TECH   
  WHITE , Susan M  65 POTTER RD  M  TEACHER   
  WILLIAMS,  Albert R   58 TATRO RD   M   LABORER 
  WILLIAMS , Dana M  25 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  F  STUDENT   
  WILLIAMS , Frederick N  25 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  M  ENGINEER   
  WILLIAMS , Jay T 97 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD  M 
  WILLIAMS , MaryJo A  36 PETRIE RD  F  AGRI-BUSNSS WM   
  WILLIAMS , Robert O  36 PETRIE RD  M  NUCLEAR SPKSMA   
  WILLIAMS , Susan A  7 MIDDLETOWN HILL RD    F   
  WILSON , Marilyn  37 POTTER RD  F  RETIRED   
  WILSON , Raymond  37 POTTER RD  M  RETIRED   
  WOOD, Susan C  19 STONE RD  01367  F  MEDIATOR   
  ZAVOTKA,  Susan L  505 TUNNEL RD  F  RETIRED   
  ZAVOTKA , Wayne A  505 TUNNEL RD  M  RETIRED   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
  Police Chief Julie Shippee                                    School Committee Chair Susan Zavotka speaks at Town Meeting 
                                                                                                                                     Photographs by Janice Boudreau 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK ð VITAL STATISTICS & PERMITS ð 2016 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

BIRTHS  
Mass. General Law prohibits release of info for 
persons under 17 without parental permission 
 
Emmytt Thomas Crowningshield 
Born:  June 25, 2016 
Parents:  Matthew & Jenna Crowningshield 

 

 
MARRIAGES &  
INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE  
 
Eoin Becan Gaj 
Arolyn Anne Williams 
Intention Filed:    June 13, 2016 
Date of Marriage:  June 18, 2016 

 

BUSINESS CERTIFICATES 
 
Stepping Stone Farm  
Mary Jo Williams 
36 Petri Road 
Rowe, MA  01367 
Expires:  December 31, 2020 
 

 
 

 
DEATHS  
 
 
Dorothy M. Kalaus    
Date of Birth -  November 25, 1928 
Date of Death ð January 7, 2016 
 
James E. Pike (Resident ð Monroe) 
Date of Birth ð June 20, 1952 
Date of Death ð February 7, 2016 
 
Richard Elmer Alix 
Date of Birth -  March 26, 1931 
Date of Death ð March 19, 2016 
 
Barbara Grogan 
Date of Birth -  January 7, 1943 
Date of Death ð September 22, 2016 
 
Ian Vernes 
Date of Birth -  February 28, 1932 
Date of Death ð  October 10, 2016  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
No applications for a zoning variance came before the Rowe Zoning Board of Appeals in 2016. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Marilyn Wilson 
Bob Dykeman 
Gail May 
Russ Jolly 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
             Rowe Fire Department                                                                                             © 2016 Jason Beagle 
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ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER  2016  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I returned two lost dogs this year to their owners. Responded to a resident's complaint about a neighbor's dog 
who she was afraid of. Responded to a complaint from a resident that her neighbor's dog was often in the 
street and advised the neighbor not to allow her dog to run free and risk being run down, I responded to a 
report of a possibly rabid fox and investigated the sudden appearance of four billy goats in town and referred 
the case to the ACO in Charlemont, where they came from.  
 
I attended a state-mandated two day Massachusetts Animal Fund Animal Control Officer Core Competency 
training in Springfield and passed the qualifying test. I also attended a meeting of regional animal control 
officers in Greenfield  

 
Arthur H. Samuelson 
Animal Control Officer- Assistant 
 
 

 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH  2016 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     David Cousineau was re-elected this year but declined to accept the position citing a too busy work 
schedule.  Maggie Rice who received the most write-in votes accepted the seat.  Maggie who is a long time 
resident of Rowe and served as a member of the Rowe School Committee has been a welcome addition to 
the board.  Jennifer Morse resigned her seat from the board in June and David Cousineau agreed to fill the 
vacancy.   We thank Jennifer for her years of dedicated service to the BOH and welcome David back to the 
Board.  Marcella Stafford Gore was re-appointed as Clerk.  Marcella resigned as clerk in December.  
Marcella worked with the board for 6 years and will be missed. We welcome our new clerk Rowe native 
Joanne Semanie.    
 
Board of Health Agent 
 

Lisa Danek Burke resigned from her position June 30th.  For many years the BOH depended on Lisa to 
accompany them on inspections and assist with most Title V issues.  Her expertise is so appreciated by the 
board and will be greatly missed. We thank Lisa for working with us and we wish her well.  
 
FRCOG 
 
     In August the board joined the FRCOG Cooperative Public Health Service.  The board met with the 
program Health Agent Glen Ayers and Director of Community Services Phoebe Walker.  This program 
offers a health agent who will assist in all inspections, housing issues as well as Title V matters.  This 
program requires that all permitting be done online and approved permits will be issued by the health 
agent.  This programs mandates a board member attend monthly meetings and Maggie Rice was 
unanimously appointed representative for Rowe. We look forward to working with the CPHS and if 
permits are needed you can go to FRCOG. com or call Glen Ayers at 774-1367 x106 and as always you can 
reach our clerk at the BOH office.  
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Title V 
 

The board reviewed all building permit applications submitted for review by the building inspector as 
required by state Title 5 regulations. Title 5 system soil evaluations and percolation tests were done again in 
response to residentsô requests. 

 
Transfer Station/Solid Waste Disposal 
 

The board re-appointed James Lively and Edwin Palmer as Transfer Station Attendants.  Julie Shippee 
was re-appointed as alternate attendant.  Edwin (Ted) Palmer resigned his attendant position in August.  
We enjoyed working with Ted over the years and we were sorry to see him go.  Rowe resident, Kevin 
Sprague was hired as an attendant and is fitting in nicely. The Vehicle Sticker Program continues.  2016 
stickers were mailed to all residents and classified home owners.  All residents/property owners are required 
to place a sticker on their vehicle so that they will be easily identified by the attendants.  The board thanks 
Jan Ameen and the staff at the Franklin County Solid Waste Management District for providing us with 
excellent service which includes all of the recycling and bulky waste hauling contracts, the regional 
hazardous waste collection days and our sharps bio-hazard collections.  This year we repaired the gate at a 
cost of $5,520.00 and replaced the 30year old compactor at a cost of $14,008.00.  

 
A washout occurred at the slope that leads to the creek.  Because the transfer station sits atop an old 

landfill the DEP was notified and guidelines were issued. The board worked with the Rowe Conservation 
Commission, DEP and the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program to remedy the problem. We 
hired Trinity Engineering & Technical Services (Stamford VT) to engineer the mandated plans for a 
permanent solution to the drainage issues that caused the washout. The Trinity Engineering plans were 
accepted by all agencies; engineering cost $5,200.00.  Tom Danek of Danek Excavating was hired for the 
project.  At the time of this report the slope has been repaired but the project will not be completed until 
Spring 2017. Cost expended thus far: $56,335.00 
 

 
                                                                                                    ©2016 Janice Boudreau 

Remediation Work at the Transfer Station                                           
 


